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DONORS AND SUPPORTERS MAKE
ANNUAL DINNER A SUCCESS!
by Lisa Provenzano, Board Member

We were treated to a beautiful evening and amazing fall
weather for the Sixth Annual Beth Longwell Foundation Dinner
and Silent Auction. The event was held at the Fremont Hills
Country Club in Los Altos Hills, amid a lush landscape and a
lovely secluded neighborhood. I arrived early to lend a hand
and got a preview of the wide variety of generously donated
silent auction items including stunning art, jewelry, weekend
getaways, sports memorabilia, and more. With an abundance
of items, everyone had a chance to win.
The highlight of my evening was to see Nathan and Lucy
arrive and, as always, connect with so many of their Mom's
friends and family. Nathan was dressed to impress with a coat
and tie and a grown up haircut too. Lucy looked pretty in her
lovely purple dress and braided hair. They are both growing
up quickly, it is such a treat to see.
Our program this year featured presentations from multiple
grant recipients as well as a video testimonial by our first Beth
Levitas Longwell college scholarship recipient Elizabeth
Garcia. Elizabeth’s "A Day in the Life" video shared with us
her college experience and the importance of the Foundation’s
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Beth Levitas Longwell
Scholarship Update
Last year the
Foundation
awarded its first
Beth Levitas
Longwell
Foundation
Scholarship to
Palo Alto High
School graduate
Elizabeth Garcia, who is currently a
sophomore at the University of
California Riverside (UCR). She is
majoring in Sociology, with a minor in
Education. For the Foundation’s Annual
Dinner in November, Elizabeth
produced a video which took us through
her typical day at UCR. In the video we
joined Elizabeth as she attended
numerous classes, enjoyed a relaxing
break and finally after a long day,
headed home. Elizabeth is very
enthusiastic about her classes and the
experience she is having at UCR. The
scholarship provides Elizabeth with
$5,000 a year for each of her four years
at UCR, and she expressed her
appreciation to the Foundation and its
donors for making this possible.

Donate Today
Get a jump-start on the 2014 tax year by making
a tax-deductible donation to the foundation. Visit
www.bethlongwellfoundation.org to make a
donation or you can mail a check payable to the
Beth Longwell Foundation to P.O. Box 50457,
Palo Alto, CA 94303.
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FOUNDATION FINANCIALS

THANK YOU SILENT AUCTION DONORS

Established on September 24, 2007 as a California
non-profit, public benefit corporation; the Beth
Longwell Foundation is completely run by volunteers.
Our board devoted its efforts in 2013 to fundraising,
planning for continued growth, and servicing our key
initiatives as established in our Mission Statement
(pg. 4).

20th Century Fox Television • Jack Adler • Anthony
Aguilar • Alcatraz Cruises • Amici's Pizzeria, Mountain
View • Berkeley Repertory Theatre • Susan Berman •
Cabot Creamery, VT • Dotty Calabrese • Cascal
Restaurant, Mountain View • Cheeky Monkey, Menlo
Park • Children’s Discovery Museum • Gordon Cohen
• Warren Court • CuriOdyssey, San Mateo • de Young
Museum • Linda Diamond • Exploratorium • Fairmont
Hotel, San Francisco • Fastframe, Los Altos • Garden
Court Hotel, Palo Alto • Gitane, Menlo Park • GoKart
Indoor Racing, San Mateo • Golden State Warriors •
Great America • Sterling Haidt • Happy Hollow Park &
Zoo • Hobee’s California Restaurants • J. Lohr
Vineyards and Wines • John Bentley’s, Redwood City
• Joni Johnson • Richard Kashnow • Laser Quest,
Mountain View • Alyssa Levitan • Ellen Levitas • Jim
and Lisa Levitas • Felecia Levy • Hildy Licht • Howard
and Mindy Liebman • Anna Longwell • Longwell &
Associates • Robert and Aleda Longwell • Lucie
Mates • Michael Merrill Design, San Francisco • David
Milgram • David Nesbitt • Oakland Raiders • Oakland
Zoo • Stephanie Olsen • Merle Orelove • Oz
Boutique, Los Altos • Paper Pizzazz, Palo Alto •
Peninsula Box Office, Palo Alto • Peninsula
Symphony • Carol and Tom Platner • Ripley’s Believe
It or Not! • Matt and Heather Robbins • Rooster T.
Feathers Comedy Club • Nancy Rossen • Salon Lisa
Lisa, Los Altos • San Francisco Ballet • San Francisco
Giants • San Jose Giants • San Jose Museum of
Quilts & Textiles • San Jose Repertory Theatre • San
Jose Sharks • Diane Satoda • Sheldon of Los Altos •
Shunzi, Los Altos • Ellen Snider • Sonoma Raceway •
Michael Sopkin • Stanford Athletics • Starbucks,
Sunnyvale • Barbara Stern • Sundance The
Steakhouse, Palo Alto • Susie Cakes, Menlo Park •
Bob and Harriet Tecktiel • The Fish Market, Palo Alto
• Theatreworks • Carol and Hal Toppel • Trio
Therapy, San Jose • Triton Museum of Art • Walt
Disney Family Museum • Julie Weber • Winchester
Mystery House • Yogurt Stop, Menlo Park •
Yum Yum Tree, Los Altos

The table below summarizes the foundation’s
financials and use of your generously donated dollars
for 2013.

Income
Direct Public Support
Investment Income
Fundraising Income
Total Income
Expenses
Organization
Fundraising
Scholarships/Grants
Operations
Total Expenses
Net Income
Total
Liabilities
Unrestricted Net Assets
Net Assets

$26,006
$2,719
$18,438
$47,163
$1,208
$10,434
$27,844
$4,411
$43,896
$3,267
$87,354
$88,355

Foundation Board Members Updates
The Board Members of the Beth Longwell Foundation would like to thank exiting board member Karen
Stotelmyer for her dedication, time and commitment to the Foundation.
The Board is also pleased to welcome a new board member, Alice Erber. Alice met Ellen Levitas when
Ellen inquired at Palo Alto High School (Paly) about a partnership to assist the Foundation in finding
student candidates for the Beth Levitas Longwell Foundation Scholarship. Alice worked at Paly as a
College Advisor for seven years actively helping students with the college process, financial aid and
scholarships. She has been a volunteer in the community for 30 years with the Junior League, PTA and
the Board of Beth Am Women. She is honored to contribute to the Foundation in memory of Beth.
Like us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org
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“CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS” ARTICLE
LENDS PERSPECTIVE
In December 2013 an article written by Kathryn
Roethel entitled “CRUNCHING THE NUMBERS - Top
killer lung cancer ranks low for research funds”
appeared on SFChronicle.com and SFGate.com.
The article caught the attention of the Foundation’s

“Lung cancer is
America’s top
cancer killer yet
the funding
ranks near the
bottom…”
Board and we’ve included some highlights and
quotes from the article below.
“When it comes to U.S. cancer research funding,
deadly disease doesn’t always translate into dollars.”
Most people look at lung cancer as the smoker’s
disease that could have been prevented. In reality,
about twenty percent of women and ten percent of
men who develop lung cancer never smoked. If only
nonsmokers’ deaths were counted, lung cancer would
still rank in the top 10 deadliest types of the disease.
Lung cancer is America’s top cancer killer yet the
funding ranks near the bottom by many measures of
funding. Last year, the National Cancer Institute
awarded breast cancer researchers nearly twice as
much funding as lung cancer scientists.
To gain a better understanding of where the dollars
go, take a look at lung cancer funding by the
numbers. The number of Americans projected to die
of lung cancer in 2013 was 159,480, four times more
people than breast cancer and three times more than
colorectal cancer, the second leading cancer killer. In

Like us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org

2012, the amount of research dollars lung cancer
received from the National Cancer Institute was
$314.6 million. If you divide the amount of funding
received for lung cancer research by the number
of deaths, it equates to about $2,000 for each lung
cancer death, versus $15,000 for breast cancer,
and $5,000 for each colon cancer death.
To read the article in its entirety please visit the
following link:
http://tinyurl.com/lung-cancer-low-funds

Lucy And
Nathan Longwell
Lucy and Nathan
are now eight
years old and in
the third grade at
Palo Verde
Elementary. Lucy
loves books and
writing. Nathan
enjoys reading
books about facts
(Guinness Book of World
Records). He likes music and videos; he even
makes his own.
Both kids played AYSO soccer. Lucy joined a
team and had a coach she really liked. She plans
to continue next
season. Nathan was
accepted to a club
team and will do
Futsal camp this
winter.
December brought a
new friend, a
chocolate lab
puppy named
Sargeant. She is
a great dog and
is bonding with
the whole family.
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scholarship in helping her work towards her goal of
earning a college degree. I have to say, “College life
still looks like a blast!”

OUR NEW PARTNERSHIP WITH
SOCIALTRANSACTIONS.COM

We heard from a number of our grant recipients
including Happy Hollow Park & Zoo, Kara, and the
East Bay Agency for Children and were entertained
with spectacular musical performances by two
students from the Community School of Music.

Do you shop on-line? The Beth Longwell Foundation
has partnered with SocialTransactions: anytime you
buy something on-line, the Foundation will receive a
donation. SocialTransactions uses browser
technology to pay a fundraising organization a
commission every time its supports buy something
online.

As the evening wound down, Ellen Levitas, President
and Chair of the Board, spoke of the Foundation’s
plans to award the second college scholarship in
2014 and how greatly the Foundation appreciates our
generous donors and ongoing supporters. Ellen
acknowledged the Foundation’s distribution of over
$130,000 in grants since 2008 in support of charities
and organizations that drive our mission forward.

Getting started is a simple 10 second process. Visit
our website and click on the SocialTransactions
image. Next click the "add +" button to install an
extension into your web browser. Then when you go
shopping on-line, a portion of the money you spend is
automatically donated to the Beth Longwell
Foundation, at no cost to you!

The event was orchestrated to perfection by Carol
Platner and her team which included Beth's family,
Board Members, volunteers, Carol's family and
friends and of course our generous supporters and
guests. It was an event to remember, to celebrate
Beth, to reconnect with friends and family, and get
acquainted with new friends. “I can't wait until next
year!”

Save The Date!
What: 2014 Annual Dinner & Silent Auction
When: November 13, 2014
Where: Details Coming Soon

Mission Statement
The Beth Longwell Foundation's mission is to positively
impact the lives of children through support of charities
and organizations in the areas of childhood education,
non-smoking lung cancer research, and grief support
for children who have lost a parent.

Board Members
Ellen Levitas, Robert Longwell, Jim Levitas, Jennifer
Braun, Alice Erber, Rhoda Grumet, Carol Platner, Lisa
Provenzano, Carol Toppel, Ava Yajima.

Like us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org

Get started now on our website at
www.bethlongwellfoundation.org

Tribute Card Donations Available
Make a gift donation in memory of a loved one, to
commemorate a birthday, or another special
occasion. A gift announcement card will be
personalized and mailed to the person(s) of your
choice.
You can order on-line or send your request via
mail. Visit our website at
www.bethlongwellfoundation.org for details.
If you make your request via mail, then please
include the following information:
 Recipient Information:
 Honoree Name:
 Message (10 words max): e.g. “In honor of
your Birthday.”
 Include Billing address, Recipient mailing
address, and make check payable to the
Beth Longwell Foundation and mail to P.O.
Box 50457, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
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