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AN AFTERNOON OF INSPIRATION

On a beautiful Sunday
afternoon this past
November, the Beth
Longwell Foundation hosted
its fourth annual fundraiser.
Rather than the sit down
dinner of previous years, the
event was a luncheon and
movie held at the Oshman
Family Jewish Community
Center in Palo Alto.
I arrived at the beautiful
venue where sunlight was
shining in the atrium
illuminating over a hundred
auction items including
tickets to Disneyland,
Modern Family autographed
scripts, and a Rosewood
Hotel package. As with every
year, it was fun to not only
“shop” but also watch as
people quietly watched over

items they so dearly wanted
to take home. As I browsed
the many donations, I caught
a glimpse of Nathan and
Lucy out in the courtyard
releasing a balloon in Beth’s
honor. It was a touching
moment.
After making my last
attempt at getting in the
highest bids on a variety of
items, I headed upstairs for a
delicious buffet lunch. Ellen
Levitas, President and Chair
of the Board, spoke about
the Foundation’s progress,
introduced the 2011 Grantee
recipients, and introduced
the two new board members,
Lisa Provenzano and Rhoda
Grumet. There was a
moment in the room as
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• FEATURED GRANTEE •

The research to stop non-smoking lung
cancer is something that will always be
important to the Beth Longwell
Foundation. It is a disease that contains
many misconceptions and needs more
research. Over the last four years the
foundation is fortunate to have been
able to support Dr. Heather Wakelee,
Assistant Professor of Medicine,
Division of Oncology at Stanford
University. Recently I was able to catch
up with Dr. Wakelee to get an update on
her on-going research.
For the past three years, Dr. Wakelee
and her team have been working on
several different types of research. The
first type of research is epidemiology
work, which looks at larger groups of
people, hoping to find answers about
causes of cancer. One of the questions
she is addressing is; “What is the
difference between people who get lung
cancer who have never-smoked, and
people who get it with a smoking
history?” Other research is focused on
Dr. Wakelee, pg. 3

Start the New Year with a Donation
Get a jump start on the 2012 tax year by making a
tax-deductible donation to the foundation. Visit
www.bethlongwellfoundation.org to make a donation
or you can mail a check payable to the Beth Longwell
Foundation to P.O. Box 50457, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SILENT AUCTION DONORS

everyone sat quietly listening to Ellen that I
realized everyone there was committed to
making a difference and ensuring the Foundation
is able to successfully meet its mission to help
others.
After lunch we headed to the theater to view the
movie entitled “Love Hate Love,” a documentary
which chronicled the stories of three families as
they were torn apart by terrorism. The families
subsequently rebuilt their faith in humanity
through acts of love on personal, local, and
global levels. The stories moved me. To me and
others I spoke with about the movie, it brought
home the message that when people decide to
give back it can make such an enormous
difference in other people’s lives.
As I drove home I found myself reflecting on the
event and was left with the idea that anyone and
everyone can make a difference. It brought me
back to the Beth Longwell Foundation and my
appreciation for and belief in the fact that,
through the grant money supplied to the varied
organizations and the book carts delivered to
kindergarten class rooms, we are making an
impact on individual lives that we can all be
proud of. - Jennifer Braun
A special thanks in appreciation of your support
at the luncheon: Ashley Platner, Scott Walker,
Daniel Reulman, Samara Meir-Levi, Bring Me a
Book Foundation, Haute Cuisine Catering,
Stevens Printing Co., and the Oshman Family
Jewish Community Center.

Jack Adler • Amici's Pizzeria, Mountain View • Beach
Blanket Babylon, San Francisco • Berkeley Repertory
Theater • Susan Berman • Flo Braker • Buck’s of
Woodside • Byington Winery • Cabot Creamery, VT •
Dotty Calabrese • Cheeky Monkey, Menlo Park •
Children's Discovery Museum, San Jose • Children’s
Musical Theater, San Jose • CuriOdyssey, San Mateo
• Stephanie Demos • diPietro Todd Salon, Palo Alto •
Disneyland • FastFrame, Los Altos • The Fish Market,
Palo Alto • Garden Court Hotel, Palo Alto • Lynn
Gardner • GoKart Indoor Racing, San Mateo • Great
America, Santa Clara • Deborah Gutof • Happy Hollow
Park & Zoo, San Jose • Hidden Villa, Los Altos •
Hobee’s Restaurant, Palo Alto • J. Lohr Vineyards &
Wines • The Jeweler Shop, Menlo Park • John
Bentley’s, Redwood City • The Kitchen Table,
Mountain View • Warren & Patty Kourt • Laser Quest,
Mountain View • Jim & Lisa Levitas • Hildy Licht •
Anna Longwell • Longwell & Associates • Mazda
Raceway Laguna Seca • Mountain Winery, Saratoga •
Marti Nice • Stephanie Olsen • Opera San Jose • Oz
Boutique, Los Altos • Merle Orelove • Peninsula Box
Office, Palo Alto • Robert Petersen • Pinkies Nail
Salon, Los Altos • Carol & Tom Platner • Presidio
Fitness, San Francisco • Ripley's Believe It or Not!,
San Francisco • Paul & Sheri Robbins • Brittany
Roberts • Rosewood Hotel & Resort, Stanford • San
Francisco Giants • San Jose Giants • San Jose
Museum of Quilts & Textiles • Pat & Clarence Santana
• Diane Satoda • SGI, San Francisco • Arna Shefrin •
Shunzi, Los Altos • Sky High Jump, Santa Clara •
Chris Smirnoff • Sprinkles Cupcakes, Palo Alto •
Shirley Stevens • Style Shack, IL • Textures Hair
Salon, Menlo Park • TheatreWorks, Menlo Park •
Varisport, IL • Wax Museum, San Francisco • Whole
Foods, Palo Alto • Winchester Mystery House

Foundation Board Members Updates
The Board Members of the Beth Longwell Foundation would like to thank exiting board members Cheryl
Bader and Nicole Morley for their generous support and commitment to the Foundation over the last four
years. Cheryl and Nicole helped start our foundation and were both on the founding board. Their efforts
helped to shape our activities, events and successful fundraising, as well as the grant program to award
recipients aligned in the areas of childhood education, lung cancer research, and grief support for children
who have lost parents.
The board is also pleased to welcome two new board members, Rhoda Grumet and Lisa Provenzano.
Rhoda has been a friend of the Levitas family for over 30 years and is a retired Registered Nurse who
worked at Stanford and Children's Hospital and then as the Associate Administrator of the Stanford Blood
Center. Lisa, a marketing professional for over twenty years, has volunteered with the Silicon Valley
Habitat for Humanity, Law Enforcement Special Olympics, and along with her husband Rick, started their
own foundation benefiting children, veterans and animals.
Find us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org
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better tests for finding lung cancer, such as blood
tests that look for circulating tumor cells (cancer
cells in the blood stream). Additionally Dr. Wakelee
does a lot of work on newer treatments for lung
cancer. Some of these treatments work specifically
in tumors with specific molecular changes called
EGFR mutations or ALK translocations, which
occur more commonly in people with lung cancer
who have
neversmoked.
She and her
team are
working on
better treatments for those particular types of lung
cancer as well as for more general lung cancer.

research. Most of the work that will occur in 2012
is built on what Dr. Wakelee has been working on
for the past 3 years. “We have a couple of trials
about to open with newer treatments and our work
on circulating tumor cells is getting very exciting,”
said Dr. Wakelee.
One astonishing statistic is that lung cancer is the
number one cause
of cancer death for
both men and
women in the US.
About 20% of
women with lung
cancer have never smoked. Approximately the
same numbers of women who have never smoked
die of lung cancer every year as the total number
of women who die of cervical cancer annually.
With such staggering statistics it is crucial to
continue to raise awareness. When asked about
awareness, Dr. Wakelee said that the most
important thing to do is just talk about it. “People
are afraid to talk about lung cancer because of the
stigma associated with smoking and the disease.
The fact is that it can happen to anyone and the
more information out there about the disease the
better.” - Lisa Provenzano

“people still believe that lung cancer
happens only to people who smoke…”

According to Dr. Wakelee, one of the most
significant misconceptions about non-smokingassociated lung cancer is that people still believe
that lung cancer happens only to people who
smoke and they are not aware of how common the
disease is in people without a smoking history.
“We have a much better understanding of some of
the molecular causes of lung cancer in people who
have never smoked. We don't know why these
molecular changes happen, but we can now
identify a specific molecular change in over 50% of
people with lung cancer who have never-smoked.
With that knowledge we can offer more specific
treatments, if not now, in the near future,”
explained Dr. Wakelee.
The grant funds that Dr. Wakelee has received
over the years have assisted her work on a variety
of research projects. One big effort, which was
published this year, looked in the San Francisco
bay area for women who had never-smoked and
who developed lung cancer. An ongoing project
involves analysis of data from a large study called
CanCORS, looking at how lung cancer
presentation, treatment outcomes and survival are
different for patients who do and do not have a
smoking history.
Dr. Wakelee explained that most projects take
years to complete and that ongoing grant support
is critical for lung cancer research. As for the
future, she will continue to have several areas of
Find us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org

Lucy and Nathan Longwell
2011 was an exciting year for Lucy and
Nathan. In July their dad got remarried in
Kauai to a wonderful lady,
Dr. Aleda Jacobs.
Lucy was the
flower girl and
Nathan was the
ring bearer. Also,
the children are
enjoying the first
grade and are
reading very well.
Lucy still loves to ice skate and to have play
dates with her friends. Nathan is involved in
Cub Scouts with his dad, and both children
are playing soccer. They are currently in their
second year of Sunday school at
Congregation Beth Am.
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Our 2011 Grant Recipients
For 2011, the Beth Longwell Foundation awarded
grants to eight recipients. These recipients
exemplify Beth's vision and hope, for
advancements in non-smoking lung cancer
research, support for those who have lost loved
ones, education, and the arts.
California Theatre Center, Sunnyvale, CA
CTC is a professional, not-for-profit theatre which
provides, curriculum-based theatre for school field
trips and families. Their grant will provide theatre
experiences for Title 1 schools in the Santa Clara
Valley and provide dicounted tickets to 2,000
students. CTC is a first-year grant recipient and
received a grant for $3,000.
Community School of Music and Arts,
Mountain View, CA
CSMA provides fully-subsidized, bilingual
(Spanish & English) preschool programs in music
and art to young children ages 3-5 from Head
Start and Even Start Preschool Programs at four
elementary school sites in Mountain View. CSMA
is a first-year grant recipient of a $2,500 grant.

San Miguel Elementary, Sunnyvale, CA
Grant funds will be used to help send 5th graders to
science camp during the 2011-2012 school year.
Science camp was something very close to Beth’s
heart and the foundation is happy to award San
Miguel, a fourth-year grant recipient, a grant for
$3,500.
Dr. Heather Wakelee, Stanford University, CA
As an Assistant Professor of Medicine, Division of
Oncology at Stanford University, Dr. Wakelee’s
research focuses on the treatment of lung cancer in
non-smoking women. Dr. Wakelee is a fourth-year
grant recipient and received a grant of $2,500.
For additional information on our grant recipients,
please visit www.bethlongwellfoundation.org

Mission Statement
The Beth Longwell Foundation supports charities and
organizations in the areas of childhood education, lung
cancer research, grief support for children who have
lost a parent, and others that honor the memory of Beth
Levitas Longwell.

Board Members

Children’s Musical Theater, San Jose, CA
CMT was awarded a grant for its Student
Audience Matinee program, making a live theater
experience affordable for South Bay schools.
CMT, a fourth-year grant recipient, received a
grant of $3,000.

Ellen Levitas, Robert Longwell, Jim Levitas, Jennifer
Braun, Rhoda Grumet, Carol Platner, Lisa Provenzano,
Patricia Santana, Karen Stotelmyer, Ava Yajima.

Family Connections, San Carlos, CA
Family Connections is a tuition-free parent
participation pre-school for low income families.
Parents learn to be active participants in their
child’s education while their children gain the skills
needed for kindergarten and beyond. Family
Connections is a second-year grant recipient and
received a grant of $3,000.

Make a gift donation in memory of someone or to
commemorate a holiday, birthday or other special
occasion. A gift announcement card will be
personalized and mailed to the person(s) you
designate.

JustREAD, Mountain View, CA
JustREAD’s grant will be used to help underwrite
the cost of developing Tutoring Plans for at-risk
students, reading and writing below grade level.
The grant names Lisa Cittadino, as the recipient
of the Beth Longwell Teacher Grant. JustREAD is
a third-year grant recipient and received a grant
for $3,000.
Kara, Palo Alto, CA
Since 1976 Kara has been providing no cost,
hope, healing, and grief support for people who
are coping with death and dying. Kara is a fourthyear grant recipient and received a grant of
$5,000.

Find us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org

Tribute Card Donations Available

You can order on-line or send your request via
mail. Visit our website at
www.bethlongwellfoundation.org for details.
If you make your request via mail, then please
include the following information:
Recipient Information:
Honoree Name:
Message (10 words max):
e.g. “In honor of your Birthday.”
Include Billing address, Recipient mailing
address, make check payable to the Beth
Longwell Foundation and mail to
P.O. Box 50457, Palo Alto, CA 94303.

4

