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MEET OUR GRANT RECIPIENTS

During 2013, the Beth Longwell Foundation awarded grants to
six Bay Area organizations. Recipients of Foundation grants
exemplify Beth's visions and hopes for advancement in nonsmoking lung cancer research, grief support for those who
have lost a loved one, education, and the arts.
Community School of Music and Arts (CSMA) provides
fully-subsidized, bilingual preschool programs in music and art
to young children ages 3-5 from Federally-funded Head Start
and State Preschool Programs at three elementary school
sites in Mountain View. CSMA received a grant of $3,500.
The East Bay Agency for Children is devoted exclusively to
children and families coping with grief and loss. The grant
funds will support the Circle of Care (COC) program which
provides peer support groups, counseling, mental health
services, crisis intervention and outreach to children 3 to 18
who are copying with the death of a parent or sibling. The East
Bay Agency for Children received a grant of $5,000.
Happy Hollow Park & Zoo is a family destination that offers
amusement rides, puppet shows, interactive play areas,
educational programs, and unique events. The grant will be
used to purchase equipment for the Education Outreach
Program (EOP) for 3,000 underserved children in Santa Clara
County, primarily ages 5 to 8, who would otherwise not have
access to nature education. Happy Hollow received a grant of
$3,000.
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2012 Scholarship Recipient
Last year, the
Foundation
established the
Beth Longwell
Foundation
Scholarship
with the primary
goal of
assisting a local
high school
senior with college expenses. Our first
scholarship recipient is Elizabeth
Garcia, a 2012 graduate of Palo Alto
High School and now a full-time student
at the University of California Riverside.
Elizabeth’s story made her a perfect fit
to receive the scholarship.
Growing up, Elizabeth and her family
originally lived in East Palo Alto.
Elizabeth explained that she “attended a
small school in East Palo Alto, where
uniforms were required to erase
allegiances to any gang, and where a
huge percentage of students dropped
out and lost their passion for learning,
and desire to strive for a better future.”
Mid-way through Elizabeth’s fourth
grade year, her parents moved to the
neighboring city of Palo Alto. “My
parents felt the burden to move because
Scholarship, pg. 4

Donate Today
Get a jump-start on the 2013 tax year by making a
tax-deductible donation to the foundation. Visit
www.bethlongwellfoundation.org to make a donation
or you can mail a check payable to the Beth Longwell
Foundation to P.O. Box 50457, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
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ANNUAL DINNER INSPIRES ALL

THANK YOU SILENT AUCTION DONORS

The annual Beth Levitas Longwell Silent Auction and
Dinner is a treasured occasion for Beth’s family,
friends and generous supporters to come together to
celebrate her life and her legacy of love and service.

David Abecassis • Jack Adler • Anthony Aguilar •
Amici's Pizzeria, Mountain View • Beach Blanket
Babylon • Berkeley Repertory Theater • Susan
Berman • Leah Berstein • Buck’s of Woodside •
Byington Winery • Cabot Creamery, VT • Dotty
Calabrese • Chardonnay Sailing Charters • Cheeky
Monkey • Children’s Musical Theater • CuriOdyssey •
de Young Museum • diPietro Todd Salon, Palo Alto •
Disneyland • Dave Duberstein • East Bay Center for
Dermatology • Fairmont Hotel, San Francisco • The
Fish Market, Palo Alto • Eva and George Gal •
Garden Court Hotel • Lynn Gardner • Gitane, Los
Altos • GoKart Indoor Racing, San Mateo • Golden
State Warriors • Great America • Rhoda and Carl
Grumet • Deborah Gutof • Happy Hollow Park & Zoo •
Hobee’s Restaurant, Palo Alto • Joel Hornstock • J.
Lohr Vineyards & Wines • The Jeweler Shop, Menlo
Park • Kara • Warren Kourt • Laser Quest • Hildy Licht
• Anna Longwell • Dr. Aleda Jacobs Longwell •
Longwell & Associates • Lucie Mates • Michael Merrill
Design • Mountain Winery • David Nesbitt • Marti Nice
• Stephanie Olsen • Opera San Jose • Oz Boutique,
Los Altos • Merle Orelove • Paper Pizzazz, Palo Alto •
Robert Petersen • Pinkies Nail Salon, Los Altos •
Carol and Tom Platner • Presidio Fitness • Ripley's
Believe It or Not!, San Francisco • Paul and Sheri
Robbins • Brittany Roberts • Rooster T. Feathers
Comedy Club • Rosewood Hotel & Resort • Erika
Saldana • San Francisco Ballet • San Francisco
Giants • San Jose Giants • San Jose Museum of
Quilts & Textiles • San Jose Repertory Theatre • Pat
and Clarence Santana • Diane Satoda • SFMOMA •
SGI, San Francisco • Arna Shefrin • Sheldon of Los
Altos• Noelle Shipley • Shunzi, Los Altos • Six Flags
Discovery Kingdom • Sky High Jump, Santa Clara •
Chris Smirnoff • Ellen Snider • Sprinkles Cupcakes,
Palo Alto • Barbara Stern • Shirley Stevens • Style
Shack, IL • Bob Tecktiel • Textures Hair Salon •
TheatreWorks • Trio Therapy • Triton Museum of Art •
Pauline Turski •Varisport, IL • Walt Disney Family
Museum • Wax Museum, San Francisco

This past November, we returned to the beautiful
Fremont Hills Country Club in Los Altos Hills,
California where several 2012 grantees spoke about
how the funds they received have affected positive
changes in their organizations. In addition, Elizabeth
Garcia, the first Beth Levitas Longwell Educational
Scholarship recipient, shared her story and
expressed her gratitude for the receiving the
scholarship. Beth’s wish to make a difference in the
lives of children continues to grow and expand with
the addition of the Educational Scholarship, which will
provide four-years of tuition assistance to worthy and
accomplished students.
Once again, the fantastic Silent Auction items
donated to this year’s event were numerous and
surpassed all expectations. The great selection of
items created a competitive bidding frenzy and
contributed to a very successful event! The
proceeds from the auction help to fund the
foundation’s ongoing efforts to support charities and
organizations in the areas of childhood education,
non-smoking lung cancer research, and grief support
for children who have lost a parent.
Our heartfelt appreciation for the generosity of our
donors, supporters, family and friends who made this
year’s event a great success. We look forward to
seeing you next year!

Foundation Board Members Updates
The Board Members of the Beth Longwell Foundation would like to thank exiting board member Pat
Santana for her years of generous support and commitment to the Foundation. Pat helped start our
foundation and was on the board from the very beginning. Her time and effort helped to make the
foundation what it is today and she was especially key in shaping our grant program.
The board is also pleased to welcome a new board member, Carol Toppel. Carol has known Beth and
Ellen Levitas since Beth was a girl in nursery school. Professionally, Carol has taught at Santa Clara
University and was the Director of the Disabled Students Program and Services at Mission College for
twenty-five years. Now retired, Carol is a docent at the Cantor Visual Arts Center on the Stanford Campus.
Carol has expressed her honor and excitement in joining the Board.
Find us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org
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BETH LONGWELL FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIP
In 2012, the Beth Longwell Foundation established a
scholarship in Beth’s name with the intent of assisting
a local high school senior with their college expenses.
The scholarship awards $5,000 for each year of the
recipient’s four years at college.

“This
scholarship is
consistent with
all of the
principals that
Beth held so
dear to her
heart.”
“As a foundation, we wanted to make a direct impact
on an individual student. We felt it was important to
support a student who really needs the help to be
able to attend college and further his or her
education. This scholarship is consistent with all of
the principals that Beth held so dear to her heart,”
said Ellen Levitas, President and Chair of the Board.
After the board made the decision to establish a
scholarship, two board members along with Michael
Donahue, Administrator at KARA worked closely with
the Palo Alto School District at Palo Alto High School
to identify potential candidates. Applications were
sought and five students were selected for an
interview. The board members and Mr. Donahue
reviewed the applications, which included an essay,
high school record of performance, and family
information demonstrating financial need.
The five finalists were interviewed individually.
According to Ellen Levitas, “It was a very tough
decision. Each student had different needs.” In the
end Elizabeth Garcia was selected. Elizabeth
demonstrates values important to the Foundation,

Find us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org

such as her pursuit of education and the
determination to succeed, even against
challenging odds.
As a board we know that Beth would have been
quite pleased with the scholarship and its recipient.
Ellen provided some insight into what Beth may
have thought. “As a family we had talked about it
before…about helping to send someone to
college. It was a family discussion but something
that we had never put into place. We knew people
who had done it and we thought it was a great
thing to do. Beth always liked to help the
‘underdog’ and people that needed help.”
The Foundation will support Elizabeth, this year’s
recipient, for the duration of her four year college
career. As for the future of the scholarship, the
Foundation plans to find a new recipient every
other year.

Lucy and
Nathan
Longwell
Now 7 years old
and in the
second grade,
Nathan and
Lucy are
engaged in
school, sports
and other fun
activities like
Cub Scouts
and Brownies.
The kids have really taken to
reading (just like Beth!) and Lucy’s teacher said
that she excels in writing.
Last spring, Nathan played coach-pitch baseball
and had a tremendous season. Lucy played
forward on her soccer team, and was one of the
team’s leading goal scorers!
In the summer, both kids participated in a horse
camp, where they learned horsemanship, how to
care for horses, and took part in a horse show.
They loved the experience.
They both have really grown! Lucy is still a bit
taller than her brother, but he is catching up fast!
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they wanted us to receive the best education we
could.” Although this was only a move of 2.7 miles,
Elizabeth felt she had entered “a whole new world.”
Her school experience completely changed. She
participated in music class, had pen pals, longer
lunches and no uniforms. She was the only minority
in her class and one of only a few in the school.
Elizabeth felt that coming from East Palo Alto and
being Hispanic, teachers assumed she needed extra
help or was struggling. She found her high school
experience similar. “The pressure to prove myself all
the time pushed me to always be my best, and to
have more faith in myself because I knew that I had
the same potential as any other student.”

JustREAD is dedicated to improving the reading,
writing and math skills with one to one tutoring to 6th 12th graders who should have learned the
fundamentals of reading and math in earlier grades.
JustREAD received a grant to support their ongoing
JustREAD literacy and JustMATH math tutoring
programs.. Just Read received a grant of $2,500.

During Elizabeth’s high school years, she was a
member of the Christian Club, served as summer
teachers, assistant Soccer Coach and Captain of her
Soccer Team. She also participated in the Church
Choir.

Dr. Heather Wakelee, an Assistant Professor of
Medicine, Division of Oncology at Stanford University,
is researching the treatment of lung cancer in nonsmoking women. Dr. Wakelee received a grant of
$2,500 for her lung cancer research.

Elizabeth’s parents are both Spanish speaking and
she stated that her parents weren’t given the
opportunity to complete their educational goals due to
the lack of importance given to education in their
native country and their family.
Elizabeth has two sisters. Her younger sister is a
student at Palo Alto High School and her older sister
is currently a senior at UC Fullerton. Elizabeth
explained that it was very difficult for her parents both
emotionally and economically to have two daughters
in college. Given this situation, Elizabeth welcomed
the opportunity to apply for the Beth Longwell
Foundation Scholarship.
The Board is delighted and proud to have Elizabeth
as its first Scholarship recipient, and we look forward
to her success at UC Riverside.
Mission Statement
The Beth Longwell Foundation's mission is to positively
impact the lives of children through support of charities
and organizations in the areas of childhood education,
non-smoking lung cancer research, and grief support
for children who have lost a parent.

Board Members
Ellen Levitas, Robert Longwell, Jim Levitas, Jennifer
Braun, Rhoda Grumet, Carol Platner, Lisa Provenzano,
Karen Stotelmyer, Carol Toppel, Ava Yajima.

Find us on Facebook or at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org

Kara provides no cost, hope, healing, and grief
support for children, teens, families and adults. This
year’s grant will support Camp Erin, a weekend long
grief support camp for children ages 6 – 17 who have
lost someone close to them. Kara received a grant of
$5,000.

Save The Date!
What: 2013 Annual Dinner & Silent Auction
When: November 7, 2013
Where: Details Coming Soon

Tribute Card Donations Available
Make a gift donation in memory of someone or to
commemorate a birthday or other special occasion. A
gift announcement card will be personalized and mailed
to the person(s) you designate.
You can order on-line or send your request via mail.
Visit our website at www.bethlongwellfoundation.org for
details.
If you make your request via mail, then please include
the following information:
Recipient Information:
Honoree Name:
Message (10 words max): e.g. “In honor of your
Birthday.”
 Include Billing address, Recipient mailing
address, and make check payable to the Beth
Longwell Foundation and mail to P.O. Box
50457, Palo Alto, CA 94303.
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